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June 29, 2022
Dear Friends:
We come together this evening to celebrate the birth of The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
and The Arc movement in New Jersey.
It started with one mother, Laura Sparks Blossfeld, who wrote a letter to the Bergen Record
inviting parents to come together to create a better world for their children. She challenged them
to “Lift your chins and get together and form what may well prove to be the first chapter in a nation-wide
organization” … and they did. From that letter, a group of determined parents met in June 1947
and founded the organization that would become The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties.
We owe a great deal to those Founding Families. They started this organization from nothing,
believing that things could be different for their sons and daughters and that a better life was
possible. It was their vision, leadership and old fashioned hard work that changed the world for
people with intellectual and other developmental disabilities in this State and arguably, the
Country.
In the 75 years since that first meeting, The Arc has been securing rights and expanding
opportunities for individuals with disabilities year after year, decade after decade. People with
disabilities now have opportunities that those early families could only dream of. But, it doesn’t
stop here…the torch has been passed and it is up to us to continue the movement so that
individuals with disabilities today and those who come after will have the rights, services and
opportunities they need to live happy and fulfilling lives.
There will always be challenges ahead, but we will face them together. In the words of Laura
Blossfeld “There is a limit to what we alone can do for our individual children, but there is no limit to what
we as a group can eventually do…”
The distinguished Honorees tonight are leading the way and helping The Arc to carry on the
Legacy of the Founding Families. With their help, The Arc is working to secure a brighter future
of hope and expanded opportunity where everyone will be a valued and contributing member of
their community and have the supports they need. The Legacy Continues….

Cliff Pettinelli, Chairperson
The Arc Operating Board of Trustees

Andy Gatto, Chairperson
The Arc Foundation Board of Trustees

The Hanson Family
Two generations, three champions - an immeasurable impact.
The Arc’s wonderful relationship with the Hanson family started
in the early 1990’s when The Arc of Bergen-Passaic needed more
space for its programs. Peter and Jon agreed to help by donating
a 10,000 square-foot building in Elmwood Park. Dedicated to
their parents, the building is a testament to the support of the
Hanson family.
Through the years, Peter’s and Jon’s generosity has become
legend at The Arc. At one point, Jon even convinced the lender
who held the mortgage on The Arc’s Moore Street headquarters to forgive $250,000 in debt.
Peter & Linda Hanson

Over the ensuing years, the Hanson family became steadfast
supporters of The Arc. When The Arc needed a new building for
its CHILD Center, which helps very young children, Peter’s son,
Bill -- now President of NAI Hanson -- stepped forward to lead. Bill
became the driving force in helping The Arc secure 3 Post Road
(aka the “Betty Center”) as the new home for the CHILD Center.
After that, Bill helped lead an effort to convert the building his
father, Peter, and his uncle, Jon, donated into The Arc’s soon-toopen Career Center, which will help many of those The Arc serves
find employment in local communities.

Jon Hanson

Bill doesn’t do anything by half measures, yet he rarely takes
any credit. When NAI Hanson participated in The Arc’s Holiday
Wish program, they adopted fifty (50!) Arc individuals and families
in need. The Arc was flabbergasted by their kindness but for Bill
it was just about helping people.
The Arc has had no greater champion than Bill Hanson. The
success of every fundraising campaign and every initiative is
the result of Bill’s quiet, compelling leadership. His reputation,
Stephanie & Bill Hanson
compassion and commitment to The Arc brings supporters into the
organization. They believe in The Arc because Bill believes in The Arc, and they believe in Bill.
Quiet and unassuming, with a quick smile and a generosity of spirit, Bill Hanson carries
on the legacy of the Hanson family – as well as the legacy of The Arc’s Founding Families
by building a strong and sustainable foundation from which The Arc can launch its next 75
years of service.

The Hayer Family
It is doubtful there is anyone in the world of
disability advocacy who does not know Carolyn
Hayer. There is not a board, commission,
committee or task force that Carolyn is not
on, has been on, or is being recruited for. She
is sought after for her wealth of knowledge,
expertise, and lived experience and the ability
to convey all of that in a way that is accessible
and compelling. Carolyn pushes the system
every day to uphold people’s rights, especially
around education, ensuring that all that the
Founding Families worked for is continued.
We are very fortunate that despite the demands on her time and her many obligations,
Carolyn “comes home” to her Arc family. Carolyn started as an Arc staff member doing
educational advocacy many, many years ago. Later she returned to The Arc as a Board
member where she has been Chair as well as served on numerous committees, not the
least of which is Governmental Affairs. Carolyn has represented The Arc in Trenton and
Washington and has testified on behalf of The Arc and other families on many areas
of importance over the years, calling on her lived experience to make an issue real for
Legislators. She has been interviewed by newspaper and TV reporters on the issues.
When Carolyn speaks, people listen.
Jim and Carolyn Hayer participate in all The Arc’s activities and events and bring
with them their family and their friends. Daughter Jaime is out of state but has gone on
to become a professional in the field carrying on the Hayer expertise. Whether it’s the
Hayer’s Players team at The Arc walkathon, the huge table at our holiday dinner (both of
which include sons Chris and Jeremy Hayer), Jim volunteering to sit all day and monitor
the hole in one contest at the Golf and Tennis Classic or Chris at Saturday Quest, if there
is something going on at The Arc, the Hayer family is there.
Being there, advocating, speaking up and speaking out using lived experience
in a way that people can hear and understand, supporting everything The Arc does
everywhere, every time, the Hayer Family is exactly what the Founding Families would
have envisioned as their legacy. We are so happy to have the Hayers always come home
to The Arc.

The Kramer Family
It was The Arc’s lucky day when, in 1987, the CHILD
Center moved to a new location in Paramus with
George Kramer as the landlord. That serendipitous
move began a 35-year relationship with the Kramer
family which has only grown in depth and meaning
over the years.
George was a proponent of the CHILD Center right
from the beginning. He loved the children and could
not do enough for them. Before long he had joined the
Board of Trustees of The Arc where he has held many
roles throughout the years. As a long-time member of
the Finance and Real Estate Committee, his sage advice has been of great value on many
an occasion. With a twinkle in his eye and a great sense of humor, George often has the
prefect retort to lighten up any debate.
Early on George offered to host The Arc’s golf outing at his Club and the event has been
at Preakness Hills ever since. As Co - Chair of the Golf and Tennis Committee, George
has been a major sponsor of the event, as well as contributing key raffle prizes, auction
items, selling many, many raffle tickets and doing everything and anything needed to
make the event a success, including making it a family affair.
George’s wife Barbara is right there generously supporting The Arc. His son Andy
always participates and has brought his company in as an Arc supporter. Son Larry and
his wife and kids are always part of the festivities. In fact, we can remember Larry’s
kids being at the dinner supporting The Arc even when they were very young. George’s
daughter Susan, a professional artist, has crafted and donated the most beautiful pieces
to The Arc over the years. George recruited cousin Dick Schwartz to join Arc’s Board of
Trustees and he, too, has become an invaluable member and an avid supporter, as has
cousin Paula. If your name is Kramer or you are related to a Kramer or if you know a
Kramer, George will recruit you to support The Arc.
The Kramer Family is big and kind and generous. 35 years ago The Arc became the
lucky associate of their patriarch George and we have been showered with Kramer
kindness ever since.

The Mastrangelo Family
The Mastrangelo family is one of The Arc’s most
effective advocates. As parents of Maureen “Mo”
Mastrangelo, Ralph and Therese “Terry” have been
breaking down barriers not just for their daughter
but for all people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities since the days of early intervention.
Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr. is a past Chair of the
Board of Trustees, current Corporate Secretary and
Governmental Affairs Committee Chair, and has
earned the status Trustee Emeritus and is a member
of The Arc’s Foundation Board. He has long been the
Chapter’s representative to The Arc of NJ’s Board and is a member of the Advisory Council
for The Arc NJ Family Institute. Terry was an early member of The Arc’s Planning and
Guardianship Board where her nursing background was instrumental in helping set up
policies and procedures.
The Arc’s unofficial ambassador, Ralph spreads the word about The Arc everywhere he
goes. When you meet Ralph, you feel his warmth and his deep caring for all individuals
with DD and also for their direct support staff. He always has a personal greeting, word
of encouragement and a thank you to brighten their day.
Ralph is the Chapter’s “go to” person for Legislative advocacy. He is the point person
for welcoming elected officials at all of the Chapter’s events, has testified before the
State Senate and Assembly more times than can be counted and has visited with elected
officials in Trenton and Washington on every issue of importance to individuals with
DD and their families. When Ralph speaks about his daughter Mo, he speaks for all
families and he makes a significant impact. Just as the Founding families made change
happen by advocating for all, the Mastrangelos are on the front lines, ensuring rights,
services and supports are available for all.
We’re grateful that the Mastrangelo family is an integral part of The Arc Family.
Their dedication, humor and genuine kindness are felt by all who know them. With
the Mastrangelos on the Arc’s side, the future is bright and the Legacy of the Founding
Parents will continue.

The Scirocco Family
When you think of the Scirocco family, the word
“service” immediately comes to mind. The whole
family is deeply involved in helping others and The
Arc has been the beneficiary of their warm and open
hearts.
John and Gayle Scirocco set the example.
After touring The Arc’s Vocational Program, John
immediately understood that individuals with
developmental disabilities have tremendous abilities.
John hired one of The Arc’s workers who became an
integral employee of the Scirocco company.
John involves his whole company with The Arc in a very person to person way. He
provides opportunities for his employees to get to know the people served by The Arc.
There is a long tradition of John, Gayle, the Scirocco family and his employees attending
The Arc’s Holiday Dinner and dancing the night away with all of The Arc’s program
participants.
The Scirocco children have followed in their parent’s footsteps. Julianne worked as a
counselor at Camp Rainbow for a number of years and is now a professional in the field
and James is a volunteer on The Arc’s Golf Committee.
John participated in our Golf and Tennis Classic for many years. When, in 2015, the
longtime sponsor of the event let us know that they would not be able to continue after
that year, John came to the rescue. Since 2016, John and Gayle personally as well as the
Scirocco Group have been the Event Sponsor of The Arc’s Golf and Tennis Classic. John
has also served as Co-Chair of the event.
John uses both his personal and professional contacts to generate support in his
industry not just for the Golf and Tennis Classic but for every event and for all of the
projects The Arc undertakes. The Sciroccos are enthusiastic participants in all of The
Arc’s activities and supporters of all of The Arc’s initiatives.
The Scirocco family opened their hearts and enveloped The Arc in their warmth and
generosity and we are grateful.

We thank our 75th Anniversary Sponsors
Their Support Helps The Arc
Expand Opportunities And Fulfill Dreams
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NAI James E. Hanson
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John and Gayle Scirocco
Mary Kay Stratis
Mimi Weis
Quest Autism Foundation
The Croonquist Group at Janney Montgomery Scott

SILVER
Primepoint
Tarrytown Expocare Pharmacy
The Baretz Family

BRONZE
Alfred Sanzari Enterprises

FRIEND
Joe Notare and Gemini Restoration
Galway Bay Foundation
Patricia & Thomas O’Brien

It all started with one mother...

Laura Sparks Blossfeld
November 4, 1912 – September 29, 2002

and a letter to the Bergen Record

COUNTY
EDITION

Bergen Evening Record
October 12, 1946

Editor, Bergen – Evening Record.
Dear Sir: There are several hundred families in this country faced with the problem of a mentally deficient or mentally
handicapped child. Each year many more are unwillingly, and usually unexpectedly, added to this number.
There are any number of ways in which a person may react to this tragic news, depending upon the individual. The
most realistic as well as the most idealistic reaction is to face the problem squarely, find out as much about it as one can,
and assume a matter-of-fact attitude toward the child and his difficulty. Above all it should be realized that the child’s
condition is no reflection upon himself or his family and certainly no fault of his or his mother’s. However, this is not
always so easy to do, and it is little wonder that so many parents, particularly mothers, become bitter, defiant, defensive,
seclusive and evasive, desperately grief-stricken or just plain martyrs when faced with this trying situation.
The thought uppermost in mind of most parents is: “What can I do to help my child?” The answer is usually; “Nothing
much, except to provide for his care as best as you can to lead a normal life yourself.” But there is another larger answer,
which lies in the fact that there are thousands of children like him everywhere. That answer is that each parent can
ultimately help his own child by doing something to help all children similarly afflicted. If each parent would try in his own
small way to do something to promote the general welfare of all mentally handicapped children, then the possibility of his
own child’s being well treated and eventually helped would be that much greater.
Therefore I suggest an organization for all parents of mentally retarded children particularly for those with children
under 15 years of age. It could also be open to professional workers interested in their welfare. It might be called Parents
of Retarded Children Association or perhaps Retarded Children’s Assistance Association. Its aim and objectives would be;
1. For parents to get together and discuss their mutual problems and thus encourage and assist one another.
2. To act as a sort of P.T.A. to state institutions, not to interfere in their administration, but to help in much the same
way that a well run P.T.A. works in a public school.
3. To form committees to visit private schools and nursing homes and make descriptive lists for interested parents.
4. To have a list of experienced sympathetic mothers available to call on and encourage new mothers recently
acquainted with their heartbreaking problem.
5. If the organization reaches the fund-raising stage, through benefits, entertainments, and the like to use those
funds to help desperate needy cases and to endow well run laboratories engaged in scientific research into the
causes-and, we hope, someday the cures-of mental deficiencies.
6. Perhaps to conduct publicity campaigns to enlighten and soften the general attitude toward mental deficiency.
This venture should be open to all parents, whether their children are at home or in public or private institutions.
So come on: you parents of Bergen County. Lift your chins and get together and form what may well prove to be the
first chapter in a nation-wide organization. All those interested might write notes to this column. Although this letter is
appearing with only initials, if enough people are sincerely interested, I will gladly give my full name and address at a later
date.
										

L.S.B.

For historical accuracy, the letter is reproduced as it was printed and thus includes terminology that was common for its
time but is not used today.

“Coming into this organization is not like coming into an established building and trying to find a
room which fits your needs. It is rather like coming to the spot where the foundation is being built…
and helping to lay out the plans for a firm, fine, lasting structure”.
Parents’ Voice May1949

1940’s
1946 Laura Sparks Blossfeld writes letter to Bergen Record
(10/12/46) encouraging parents to join together and
organize a parent group for children with intellectual
disabilities and form “What might be the first chapter
of a national organization.” Laura Blossfeld’s letter
serves as a clarion call to parents of children with
intellectual disabilities. Judge Morris Dobrin, of Fair
Lawn, is the first to reply and Mrs. Kenneth White, wife
of a psychology professor is the second.

Membership Invitation

On December 21st, the Dobrins and two other couples brave a snowstorm to attend a meeting at the
Blossfeld home.
1947 June 10th – 41 persons attend an organizational meeting of at the Paterson YMCA. Judge Dorbin is chosen
temporary chairman and Mrs. Blossfeld secretary. The group decides to charge voluntary dues of $1.00 per year.
In October the group formally adopt the name “ New Jersey Parent’s Group For Retarded Children”. Committees
are appointed and monthly meetings begin attracting parents from throughout northern New Jersey.
Parents pool their books to start a library on “mental deficiencies”.
1948 Parents’ Voice Newsletter is established in October. Laura Sparks Blossfeld is the editor. Monthly motto:
“There is a limit to what we alone can do for our individual children but there is no limit to what we as a group
can eventually do about mental deficiency.” The Parent’s Voice is produced thereafter on a mimeograph
machine in the Blossfeld’s dining room and finds its way across the Country and in fact across the world,
starting a correspondence between Laura and parents in other States and Countries looking to start up
their own parent groups.
The parents’ group releases a four page pamphlet inviting others to join: “You
will find among these parents an understanding and a feeling of fellowship which
you will not find elsewhere. You will become acquainted with the most recent
developments in the care and training of retarded children, and you will have the
opportunity to work with others to make the lives of retarded children happier and
more useful.”
Flashback - There are no community programs for individuals with ID. State
institutional programs are often full. Buildings are in poor condition. Children
sleep packed into large dormitories with beds so close together there is
concern about exiting in a fire. They are far away from families who are often
told to place them and forget them and are often lacking adequate funding,
resources and amenities.
Bond Issue Newspaper Clip

Members advocate for bond issue for upgrading state institutional facilities.

Benevolent Works Committee is established to make lives of children in institutions brighter. The group
is especially concerned about helping children with no families who have become “wards of the state”.
Committee organizes drives to collect clothing and toys for donation to state training schools
Flashback – While a 1911 NJ law afforded a right to education for
children with ID, districts determined by IQ that those kids were
uneducable and denied enrollment in school. In reality, children
with ID had no access to school.

The Village School

The Village School opens in Ridgewood on September 13th at the
AME Zion Church. The idea was conceived by Kay and Henry Gould.
The school serves children denied public school education and
offers instruction in academics along with social, recreation and
self-help skills. The school is operated by Ridgewood Social Service
Administration in cooperation with the parents’ group.

The Education Committee, led by Bernard Toan, canvasses the county superintendents of schools to
determine where special education classes are being supported and the qualifications for admission.
Henry Gould, chair of the expansion committee, holds meeting on August 18th at the YMCA to establish the
Newark Unit (later the Essex Unit). Lee Marino, of South Orange, is selected temporary chairman.
Membership reaches 136.
1949 As a result of the parent’s advocacy, a bond issue for capital improvements at state institutions is passed.
The lead article in the May edition of the Parents’ Voice Newsletter entitled “Let us Broaden our Horizons”
closes with “Coming into this organization is not like coming into an established building and trying to find a
room which fits your needs. It is rather like coming to the spot where the foundation is being built…and helping
to lay out plans for what may become a firm, fine and lasting structure.”
Advocacy to improve programming conditions in institutions is initiated. A letter from Mrs. J. F. Gallagher
results in radio commentator Lyle Vann urging listeners to send postcards to the legislature to improve
state institutions.
Joint Expansion Committee is formed by the Bergen-Passaic and Newark Units to establish parent groups
throughout New Jersey. First statewide meeting is held 3/26/49 at Rutgers University in New Brunswick. BergenPassaic’s first president, Morris Dobrin, presides over the group, which includes 135 people from 14 counties.
Bergen-Passaic and Essex chapters combine to donate a complete set of classroom equipment ($400) to
Woodbine Training School.
Bergen-Passaic representative, Miss Vincentz Cianci attends AAMD meeting in New Orleans to report on
formation of The Bergen-Passaic Association and appeals for help in establishing a national parents’ group.
The Parents’ Voice challenges “day care centers, nursery schools, day classes…understand we now have none
of these things but we could if people really wanted them.”
The New Jersey Parents’ Group for Retarded Children is incorporated in May. The initial 10 incorporators include
Bergen-Passaic members Henry Gould, Morris Dobrin, Ralph LaScala, Margaret Laird and Laura Sparks Blossfeld.
The State Council is organized in June with Judge Dobrin as temporary chair.
Albert Blossfeld travels to Michigan to address that State’s new parent’s association.

Flashback – While Federal Vocational Rehabilitation legislation in 1943 included individuals with ID,
there was no funding, no programs and no services. There was no right to reasonable accommodation.
Parents of some individuals in institutions feel that given the opportunity, their sons and daughters could
work. The Parents’ Voice offers free advertising to any employer willing to hire people with mental retardation.
Membership meetings are scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month at Firehouse #2 on Parkview
Avenue, East Paterson, (now Elmwood Park).
Flashback – Doctors often advised parents to put their children in an institution right after birth and forget
them. For other parents who kept their at child home, after struggling with no school and no programs, an
institution ended up being the only place they could receive any help. There was no Garden State Parkway
(until 1954) or NJ Turnpike (until 1951), the trip would take many hours each way.
The Benevolent Committee establishes a monthly bus trip on the first Sunday of each month, to transport
parents to visit their children in South Jersey Institutions. The first bus leaves Paterson on March 6th and
40 grateful parents head to New Lisbon, Vineland and Woodbine. The trips make it possible for parents
without cars to visit children they have not seen in years. By September 1950 so many parents were signing
up that three buses were required.

1950’s
1950 Camp Rainbow, the country’s first day camp for children with ID is
established in Washington Township through the efforts of Kathryn
Gould. The camp is located on the 12 acre Van Horn Estate with funds
donated by Stanley Van Horn of Clayton Motors in Oradell. Its first
season starts on July 10th with 70 campers registered over six weeks
split into three two week sessions of 35 – 40 campers a session.
Camp Rainbow Article

Bergen-Passaic Unit joins the State Council in successfully appealing to
Governor Driscoll to investigate the extent and needs of children with ID in
New Jersey and potentially provide funding for solutions. The “Commission
to Study the Problems and Needs of Mentally Deficient Persons” was created
by the State.

Camp Rainbow

Daniel Boyd represents the Bergen-Passaic Unit at
the first national Arc organizing convention from
September 25th, October 1st.
Bergen-Passaic
Parents’
Group
is
commended by A. H. Meese, Superintendent
of North Jersey Training School, for “its
pioneering work in bringing the problem of
mental retardation out into the public and for
starting a movement for parents’ groups which
is spreading all over the country.” (Bergen
Record 6/25/50).

Camp Rainbow Donation Ledger

First National Convention
Program

The Bergen-Passaic Unit receives its official charter in March as member of the State Council.

1951 Dumont Day School is established at Calvary Methodist Church On
November 7th. This class is for 15 children with ID ages 6-12 who have been
denied education in public school.
Bergen-Passaic Unit joins with the State Council to successfully request
representation on Governor Driscoll’s “Commission to Study the Problems
and Needs of Mentally Deficient Persons”. The NJ Association has strong
representation on the Commission.
Parents meet in small groups with Miss Cianci
facilitating, for more personal counseling
sessions than the more business oriented
Association meetings. They discuss their
problems and experiences and share ideas.
This is the beginning of what we know today
as peer support groups.

Opening of Vocational Class

Bergen- Passaic Unit establishes a vocational
training class for boys over age 13 at the
Paterson YMCA. Classes commence December
3rd and include academic and occupational
training. The program plans to expand to a
sheltered workshop in the future.

1952 The National Association changes its name to National Association for
Retarded Children and the local chapter becomes the Bergen/ Passaic Unit
of the NJ Association for Retarded Children.

Letter from Carlstadt about school
and response letter

Day Schools open in Teaneck (October) and Englewood
(November).
Camp Rainbow starts third season. Fees are set at $6.00 per
week plus $2.50 per week for transportation.
Village School is represented in the title page picture article in
the October 11th issue of the Saturday Evening Post. 22 children
are attending the school.

Card Party Fundraiser

Myra Mason Day School is established in Midland Park for children ages
6-12 who have been denied education in the public school.
Members successfully advocate for another bond act to improve state
institution facilities.
Fundraiser

1953 Advocacy results in City of Hackensack establishing a special class
for students classified as “trainable mentally retarded”.

A survey by the NJ Commissioner of Education reveals that 12,306 children ages 6-16 are in need of special
education and only 3,602 are enrolled in classes.
Camp Rainbow moves to Van Saun Park after Van Horn Estate is sold by owners.
Joseph Feinman begins campaign to change NJ criminal law to recognize mental retardation as a defense
in criminal actions.

1954 Advocacy by Bergen-Passaic and other units results in passage of the
Beadleston Act signed by Governor Meyner in July 1954. This landmark
law mandates provision of special education in public schools for children
classified as “educable, trainable or physically handicapped”. Responsibility
for education of other children still falls on institutions or parent run
programs such as the Bergen-Passaic Unit’s Day Schools. State funding was
provided to districts that established classes.
Flashback – There were no entitlements to Early Intervention evaluation,
no Child Study Teams. Parents did not have access to assessments,
diagnosis and recommendations.
The Bergen-Passaic Unit jointly sponsors a clinic at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Passaic, (2nd of its kind in the state). The clinic is “a North Jersey Center for
diagnosis and treatment of mentally retarded youngsters.”
Vocational workshop established in
Paterson, located in Public School #11
on Market and Summer Streets.
Nursery class established in Teaneck for
children ages 4 to 7 years.

Helen Mitchell and Mary Ransburg
at St. Mary’s Clinic

Swim program established at Ridgewood YMCA.
Workshop in Paterson makes Hobby Horses, one of
which is Presented to President Kennedy in 1962

1955 Members protest overcrowding in state institutions (training schools) and advocate for expansion of
facilities to accommodate the 1,120 people on the waiting list for placement or transfer.
Membership meetings are at the Masonic Club in Paterson
The Happy Teens-Passaic Girls Social Group is established.
1956 Swim program established at Passaic YMCA.
New Jersey State Rehabilitation Commission provides some
funds for Bergen-Passaic County Unit’s Workshop in Paterson.
1957 New Vocational Workshop opens at 24 ½ Van Houten Street
Paterson
1958 The Unit contributes funds to New Jersey Institutions to
enhance the lives of residents.
Boy and Girl Scout troops established in both counties.

1956 Fund Drive article

The Workshop receives an order from Woodbine State School to make
Adirondack chairs for the facility.

Workshop article

1960’s
1960 The Unit is operating four nursery programs (Englewood, Paramus, Passaic &
Paterson) and the Myra Mason and Laura Blossfeld Day Schools for children
6-12 years.
Teen Canteens established.
Camp Rainbow moves to new site at Beachwood Lake in Montville.
Gunner Dybwad presides over opening ceremonies.
First Executive Director, Manfred Hall, is hired.

Anna and Steve Chepurko,Volunteer
Canteen Coordinators for over 20 years,
with their sons Gregory and Steven Jr.

Bergen-Passaic Unit attributed with inducing society’s “awakening” to the
needs and assets of people with mental retardation (Bergen Evening Record 11/11/60).

Building on Euclid Avenue in Hackensack is purchased for the Unit Headquarters.
1961 Passaic County workshop is dedicated to Joseph Feinman, Chairman of the Unit Board.
Camp Rainbow moves to 14 acre site with lake on newly acquired land in West Milford.

Garry Burros

Legislation sponsored by Assemblyman
Minotty enabled County Freeholders to
allocate monies to local units of the Association.

1962 Vocational workshop opens in Hackensack. The workshop, which was
built by the Lions Club of District 16A is dedicated to the memory
of August H. Hoehne, late President of the Hackensack Lions Club
and early founder of the Bergen-Passaic Unit. F. Clinton Spencer is
instrumental in raising the funds and Charles with the construction.

Hoehne Center Dedication

Hobby Horse made at Feinman Center is presented to President
Kennedy in the White House for his daughter Caroline by Vincent
Fitzpatrick, President of National Arc and Leonard Mayo, Chairman
of the President’s Panel on Mental Retardation.
1966 Myra Mason Center expands and moves to Methodist Church on
Summit Avenue in Hackensack.
Laura Blossfeld Center continues operation in Midland Park.
Hobby Horse presented to President Kennedy
1967 The Diagnostic Clinic which has been operating at St. Mary’s Hospital
is relocated to Paterson and funding is acquired from Maternal and Child Health Funds.

1970’s
1970 Adult Opportunity Center (early adult training center) is established in
Palisades Park. This is the first program of its kind in the area.
The Unit moves its headquarters to 25 Broad Avenue in Palisades Park.
The building is donated by Charles Rocco and Ralph Carlotta.
1971 The first Community Residence in New Jersey is established by the Bergen
Passaic Unit on Ward Street in Paterson.
25th Anniversary Gala - Sitting (l-r): George Apurth,
Guest, Laura Blossfeld, Greta List, Betty Hoehne,
Bertha Hoehne, Mrs. Neil Rigler.
Standing: Kay and Henry Gould, Dr. Neil Rigler

1972 25th Anniversary!

1973 Proposed group home in Paterson is blocked by local officials who do not approve variance.
Infant program for children ages birth to 3 years is established, located at the Myra Mason Center in Hackensack.
1974 The Unit receives “Purchase of Service” contract from Bureau of Day Training to provide adult training
(opportunity) centers.
1975 Recreation programs include scouting, sports, canteen dances and dinner clubs.
The National Association changes its name from “Association for Retarded Children” to “Association for
Retarded Citizens”. Bergen-Passaic Unit follows suite.
Feinman Center Workshop moves to One John Street, Haledon.
Advocacy results in public education rights for children ages 3-5 years. The Unit begins to phase out
nursery programs and transition the children to public school.
The Adult Opportunity Center moves from Palisades Park to Paramus and is renamed The O’Connor Center.
An adult training program is added to Feinman Center for individuals not ready for the vocational
program. This program later becomes a Work Activities Training Center (WATC).
Advocacy across the nation is successful with the passage of the landmark Federal law 94-142 “Education
For All Handicapped Children Act” finally guaranteeing a “free, appropriate public education” to all
children and young adults aged 3–21.
1976 The Unit’s Children’s Programs include the pre-school located at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Wayne,
the Myra Mason Center now providing only a day training program for school age children at the Methodist
Church in Hackensack and the Laura Blossfeld Center located in the Church of the Good Shepard in Midland
Park, now providing preschool and early intervention.
Experiences in Community Living (ECL) Program is
established to prepare young adults living with families
for future independent and community living.

Group Home Rejected in Hackensack headline

1977 Members advocate for passage of Senate Bill S-210 to allow group homes to be established in residential zones.
Myra Mason Center closes. All children transition to state operated
Day Training Centers.
The Unit Scout Troop receives Explorer Charter.
1978 Development of new group home in Hackensack is blocked by local
officials who deny variance.
Making Room at Home article Clint Spencer- Bill S-210

A Satellite Adult Training Program opens in Hackensack.

The Preschool Program at Laura Blossfeld Center closes as children are
transitioned to public school. The Early Intervention Program continues.
Senate Bill S-210 is passed opening the doors to the establishment of group
homes in local communities. F. Clinton Spencer leads the Unit’s advocacy efforts.
1979 South Bergen Adult Training Center in Rutherford is established.
The Preschool at St. Michael’s in Wayne closes as children are transitioned to
public schools.
S-210 Telegram

1980’s
Early 80’s County of Passaic donates land for construction of a group home in Wayne.
1980 Early Intervention Program opens at the Broadway Baptist Church in
Paterson and the Bergen Early Intervention Program moves from Midland
Park to Bergenfield.
Group Home opens in Hackensack with funding support from Geraldo Rivera
and the One to One Foundation. The first group home in Bergen County, it
is named for recently deceased Richard Spencer, son of F. Clinton and Louise
Spencer.
The O’Connor Center and Hackensack Satellite are combined in a new Adult
Training Center in Saddle Brook as the Central Bergen Adult Training Center.

Hackensack Group Home - Spencer House

1981 Independent Living Program is established.
1982 Group Home opens in Passaic with funding support from the students in
Wayne Valley & Wayne Hills high schools.
All weather shelter constructed at Camp Rainbow by Seabees.
SPARC Parent Support Group is established.
Group homes open in Fairlawn and Teaneck.
1983 Semi-Supervised apartment program in Lodi opens.

Geraldo Rivera presents $30,000 check
to Executive Director Richard Bonelli for
Group Home

Group home in Tenafly opens and is the first program for
individuals with a dual diagnosis in New Jersey.
Crew Labor Program (Janitorial Training) is established in the City
of Passaic.
1984 Support Parent Program is developed to provide peer support
to parents of newly diagnosed children.
35th Anniversary Celebration photo Dr. Victor Bergenn,
Laura Blossfeld, Kay and Henry Gould

Early Intervention Program receives funding from Department
of Education, as a result of successful advocacy on NJ Bill A-538.

One-to-One Foundation provides grant for lake improvements at Camp Rainbow.
Pompton Lakes Early Intervention Program established at Lakeside School.
Summer Playgroup (later called Summer Enrichment Program), is established
for preschool age children.
1985 Hackensack denies approval of Community Development Funds for
Apartment project.
Early Intervention Program in Paterson is closed and Pompton Lakes Center
is expanded to incorporate the Paterson Center’s children.
1986 Support Group for fathers is established.
Early Intervention Program moves from Pompton Lakes to Wayne.
Seabees build All-Weather Shelter
at Camp Rainbow

The Bergenfield Independent Apartments open in a three-family house.
Bergen-Passaic Unit sends busload to Trenton to join rally to end the waiting list.
The Unit sells Palisades Park headquarters building, Feinman Center building in Haledon & Hoehne Center
building in Hackensack and all three operations move to new expanded site in Elmwood Park.
1987 First Supervised Apartment Program in Bergen County opens in two family house in Hasbrouck Heights.
Camp Rainbow property in New Milford is sold and Camp moves to Ramapo College, Mahwah.
Early Intervention Program moves from Bergenfield to Paramus in building owned by George Kramer.
1988 Intact Program developed to provide support and training to individuals with disabilities who are parents
themselves. This is one of the only programs of its kind in New Jersey, and the first and only in the area.
1989 Supervised Apartment Program opens in two-family house purchased in
Prospect Park.
Group home opens in Wayne on the land previously donated by the County,
with financial support from students at Wayne High Schools.
The Unit is selected to be the lead training agency for Bergen County. Pre
service Training is provided for all staff of all service providers in the area.
Through a Rutgers Community Health grant, Project Access is initiated in
cooperation with Planned Parenthood to provide training in Human
Awareness to adults with disabilities.
Early 80’s Good Neighbors Campaign

A supported employment enclave is established at the Kissler Plumbing Company.

1990’s
1990 A local not-for-profit agency, goes out of business. The Arc is selected to take
over operation of their Elmwood Park Group Home.
Bergen-Passaic Unit holds its first annual Golf Classic at High Mountain Golf
Club in Franklin Lakes.
1991 Supported Employment Program is established.
Technology Access Center is established in cooperation with C-Path.
1992 Transitional Apartment Program is established. Thirteen scattered site
apartments are added for individuals who do not need 24-hour supervision.

A Key of Our Own Button

Bergen-Passaic Unit is selected by Developmental Disabilities Council to pilot New Jersey’s Family Support
Voucher Program.
Fetal Alcohol Prevention Program is launched with grant from
NJ Office of Prevention of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities.
1993 Family Support Voucher pilot program is made permanent and
funded by DDD.

Rededicating the Hoehne Center

Bergen-Passaic Unit headquarters moves to 223 Moore Street in
Hackensack.

Individual Support Program is established to provide residential support to individuals in non-traditional
settings such as the family home.
The Kennedy Library is presented with a Hobby Horse made at the Feinman Center in the 1960’s just like
the one given to Caroline Kennedy. The horse was donated by the Vanderbeck family.
Hoehne Vocational Center moves to newly purchased and renovated building on Lodi Street in Hackensack.
NJ begins using “person first” language in official documents
1994 As a result of advocacy by individuals with disabilities, the Association eliminates the “R” word from its name
and becomes simply, The Arc. Units are now referred to as Chapters. The name change is also reflective of
the organization’s expanded mission to serve individuals with all developmental disabilities.
Emergency Response Fund is established to assist families on waiting list for DDD service with support
from Bergen United Way.
Chapter hosts waiting list forum for Bergen and Passaic County families as part of Statewide “Key of Our
Own” Campaign and a conducts a study of DDD residential waiting list families in Bergen County.
Cooperative case management program for Bergen County Families on waiting lists for day and residential
services is initiated with Spectrum for Living.

Bond Issue advocacy

Bond Issue Victory

Members mobilize for passage of a $160 million Bond Act for the over 4,000 individuals on the residential
waiting list resulting in a yes vote on the November ballot. Bergen-Passaic volunteers make over 2,000
phone calls.
Supervised Apartment program opens in garden apartment complex in Ridgefield Park.
1995 Help at Home/Companion Program established in Bergen County.
Bergen-Passaic Chapter sponsors public forum on the closure of North Princeton Development Center.
Bergen-Passaic Chapter is selected in national competition to receive an AmeriCorps grant to assist
individuals in becoming more included in their community. FAS prevention program also conducted.
1996 The ArcHive Gift Shop opens at 224 Main Street in Hackensack.
New Parent to Parent Mentor Program is established with a three year grant
from the NJ Children’s Trust Fund to match experienced parents of children with
disabilities with parents of newly diagnosed children.
The Hoehne Vocational Center adds a soap business and receives the set- aside
contract for the State of New Jersey.
The Bergen-Passaic Arc Foundation is established.
1997 Help at Home/Companion Program established in Passaic County.
The Chapter becomes and authorized Support Broker for the new “Governor’s
Initiative” (later called Self-Determination) and designs the first self-determination
plan approved in NJ.

Archive Gift Shop window

Advocacy by Arc families throughout the State in the Key of Our
Own Campaign, results in The New Jersey Plan to Eliminate the
Waiting List being signed into law.
The Chapter establishes a website on the Internet.
Happy 50th Anniversary!
1998 Supervised Apartment program opens in Dumont.
The Chapter hosts a delegation from France and then later from
Denmark who tour programs and learn about services in the
United States. The French group will return again over the years.

Autism respite check
(L-R) Jim Seath, CEO, Guest, Kathy Walsh, Richard Brovarone,
Governor Whitman, Ralph Mastrangelo. Jr., Len Nicolosi,
Assemblyman Kelly

The Adult Training Centers’ Parent Group celebrates its 25th anniversary.
An appropriation is included in the NJ State budget through the efforts of Assemblyman Kelly to initiate
an Autism Respite Voucher program.
The Chapter sponsors “Pregnant Pause” event at Passaic Community College attended by over 500
teenagers on prevention of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.
The Chapter holds its first walk-a-thon since the bike hikes of the 70’s. This event,“The Rainbow Walkathon”,
becomes an annual fundraising and PR event.
1999 The Chapter’s Special Olympics Basketball Team, the Killer Bees,
plays an exhibition game at half time for the NJ Nets and again
for Seton Hall.
The Central Bergen Adult Training Center moves to a barrier-free
building on Wallace Street in Elmwood Park along with the
Behavioral Special Needs program, the Staff Training Department
and the Janitorial Training and Supported Employment programs.
Killer Bees

Poster contest on preventing Fetal Alcohol Syndrome is held in the Paterson Public Schools.
The Passaic County CHILD Center moves from Wayne to Pompton Lakes.
“Our Time” program is initiated at the CHILD Center offering developmental groups for children and a peer
support group for parents.
Hurricane Floyd damages the Fairlawn Group Home, Hoehne Center and the Lodi apartments, requiring
extensive repairs.
The Family Partners Educational Advocacy Program is established to assist families in advocating with
their school system.
Parents of children with Autism approach the Chapter to administer
a recreation program they started and the Special Quest after school
respite and recreation program for children with Autism is established.
The Autism Respite Voucher program initiated by Assemblyman Kelly’s
appropriation is expanded and made permanent with DDD funding.
The Olmstead Act makes it a federal right to live in the community vs. an
institution.
Our Time Program

2000’s
2000 Letters from the Bergen-Passaic Unit in the 1950’s, documenting advocacy
on behalf of families to secure public education, are included in an exhibit
at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C.
The Community Choices Day Program opens to serve individuals with
medical and physical disabilities with a focus on community inclusion.
The MAP (Mentoring, Advocacy and Parent Training) program is established
to provide free educational advocacy for Passaic County parents of children
in need of special education services.
Michael Maldonado with Senator Weinberg

Bergen CHILD Center moves its offices to River Edge. In Bergen County, services are now provided
exclusively in the child’s home. “Our Time” groups continue in Passaic County.
2001 The Special Quest Ski Program is established for children with Autism as a
cooperative project with the County of Bergen and Camp Gaw Ski area.
The Arc Planning and Guardianship Corporation is established by the
Chapter.
The CHILD Center starts a drop-in program at the Oradell library to provide
a parent peer support groups and a children’s play group.
Behavioral Special Needs Day Program opens at the Wallace Street site to
provide support and training for individuals with behavioral challenges.

Archive Gift Shop

Three Bergen-Passaic Arc families with a member with ID lose a parent in the 9/11 terrorism attack. A relief
fund is established for the families.
Bergen CHILD Center moves to Sears Drive in Paramus.
2002 The Chapter mourns the passing of founder, Laura Sparks Blossfeld on September 29th at 89 years of age.
At the request of the State DDD, the Chapter takes over operation and completes extensive renovation, of
a group home in Bergenfield for individuals with medical and physical challenges after the original agency
has their license revoked.
A weekend Therapeutic Horseback Riding Program is established for
children with Autism at Winslow Therapeutic Riding Center in Warwick, NY.
A supervised apartment program opens for five individuals in a twofamily home in Bogota.
The Bergen-Passaic Chapter’s “Rainbow Walkathon” becomes a statewide
Arc event entitled “Step UP for The Arc walk”

The Arc’s Walkathon

Supreme Court rules executing individuals with ID to be a violation of
the Constitution's ban on cruel and unusual punishment.
2003 Elmwood Industries opens at Kohner Place with a new screen printing
business, and with support from the Lions Charitable Foundation of
District 16A, a new embroidery business.
Property is purchased in West Milford for the future site for Camp Rainbow.

Lottery Director Visits Elmwood Industries

The Adult Training Department adds a computer lab and computer
training program for participants.

The Tenafly Group Home moves into a newly purchased and renovated
house in the same town.
A sibling support group is debuted for siblings of children with disabilities,
using the Sibshop model.
The Crew Labor Janitorial Training and the Supported Employment
programs merge.
A one-week Horseback Riding Camp for children with Autism is established
within the Special Quest program.

Dedication of the Hanson Building

President and CEO, James E. Seath, travels by invitation to France to conduct a workshop on the disability
system in the United States.
2004 A notice placed in The Parents’ Voice newsletter results in the adoption of a baby with Down Syndrome
who was abandoned at birth.
A dedication ceremony is held on 9/12 of the Joseph Feinman
Program and Service Center at Moore Street. Ruth Morrow
Feinman makes a substantial donation in in memory of her
husband, Joseph Feinman and his legacy of establishing the
Chapter in its formative days.
The James E. and Elizabeth Hanson memorial building is dedicated at Kohner Place, home of Elmwood
Industries. This building was a gift to The Bergen-Passaic Arc from Hanson family.
2006 The Chapter’s vocational programs are featured in a report to the Governor.
Community Choices Program moves to a new building in Fair Lawn.
2007 NJ DDD selects Bergen-Passaic Arc to run their Emergency Voucher program.
Real Life Choices program is initiated.

Making Staple Removers

Bergen-Passaic Arc is approved by NJ DDD as an Olmstead provider, to deliver services to individuals who
will be moving out of state institutions.
Advocacy to change the NJ Constitution to remove offensive language in the
voting section is successful after voters approve a referendum on the ballot.
2008 James E. Seath retires as President/CEO and Senior Vice President Kathy Walsh
assumes the role.
2009 Building is purchased at 3 Post Road to house the CHILD and Family Center.
Prospect Park Supervised Apartment program moves to newly constructed
rental apartments in Clifton. The Prospect Park building will be sold.

3 Post Road

2010 Self-Advocates prevail and legislation passes which replaces all references in the NJ statutes to the “R” and
other pejorative words with the term “Intellectual Disability”.
The Chapter joins State and National Arc in advocacy for passage of the ABLE
Act. Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr. and Kathy Walsh travel to
Washington DC to meet with Legislators.
Poly Klonarist, self-advocate testifies at State Senate
budget hearing to stop proposed cuts to Vocational
programs. Legislature restores funding.
Kathy Walsh and Polly Klonararist Testify at
State Senate hearing

Self Advocates working on the
campaign to eliminate the R word.

Governor Christie and Lt. Governor Guadagno visit with the staff and
participants of the Chapter’s South Bergen day program after his Town
Hall meeting in Rutherford.
2011 The Arc rebrands with new national logo, new colors and the “swosh”.
The Chapter hosts a meeting for Families with a member with Autism
and Assemblywoman Huttle during Autism Awareness month.
Governor Christie (R) and Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno
(L) with Kathy Walsh, CEO, meet Staff and Clients of
Arc’s South Bergen Day Program

2012 Hurricane Sandy hits New Jersey in October. Chapter operates without
power or gasoline for weeks.

Chapter takes over the Stresspite program from another agency
which is going out of business.
2013 Next Quest Saturday drop-in respite program opens
2014 The ABLE Act is signed into law paving the way to individuals with ID
to save for their future without losing critical benefits.
Betty Hoehne sets up the first Charitable Remainder Trust with the
Chapter as beneficiary.

Arc hosts meeting of Parents with a Family Member
with Autism and Assemeblywoman Huttle

2015 NJ Supreme Court rules that a defendant can avoid the state's death penalty if only one
juror believes the suspect has shown he or she had ID.
The estate of Elizabeth Petzel, wife of Carl Petzel, long-time Treasurer of the Chapter as
far back as the 1960’s includes an endowment for The Arc.
2016 Paramus Group Home opens in July. The home was made possible through the
generosity of the Galway Bay Foundation and the O’Brien family.
Carl Petzel

2017 The Chapter’s second Group Home in Wayne opens on February 22, 2017.

Chapter joins The Arc National campaign to “Protect the Lifeline’ to successfully save entitlements which
are critical to people with ID”
2018 The Child and Family Center at 3 Post Road in Oakland is dedicated
to Betty Hoehne on April 22nd.“The Betty Center” … Where the future
has no limits…
2019 Renovations begin on the Hanson Building for the new Career Center
with support from generous donors.

Betty Center Dedication Freeholder Tracy Zur,
Chair Board of Trustees Carolyn Hayer,
Chair Foundation Board Andy Gatto, Betty Hoehne

The Arc rallies in Trenton for a living wage for Direct Support Professionals “Pay Fair for Direct Care”
The Arc’s artists are invited to participate in Bergen Counties’“Art in the Park” show

Advocacy- Pay Fair for Direct Care

2020 March 12th the chapter begins shutting down due to the COVID-19 pandemic
which hits Northern New Jersey early and hard. Dedicated staff rally to keep
the residential programs staffed, supplied and safe and to keep vocational
customer orders filled. Direct and administrative staff learn to work remotely
then virtually to ensure the Chapter does not miss a beat.

The extended Arc family provides donations, encouragement, food deliveries and supplies to keep
everyone going through many difficult months.
In April, statewide advocacy is successful and people with ID will be allowed one visitor to accompany
them in the hospital even during a lock down.

Despite the pandemic, Early Intervention staff return to in-person programing
in the summer to ensure babies and toddlers do not lose developmental
milestones. Vocational programs reopen in the fall. Programs close again when
Covid surges at Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Art show 2019

2021 The Covid surge wanes and Vocational and Early Intervention programs reopen
again after Martin Luther King Day in January.

Advocacy is successful to include staff working in Arcs and similar programs
as healthcare workers receiving priority for vaccines but it takes continued
advocacy to finally secure dedicated vaccine clinics for individuals with ID,
otherwise vaccines are scarce and unavailable.
Day Programs reopen in the spring after individuals have the opportunity to be
vaccinated.
Electronic Visit Verification is implemented per federal requirements.
Hurricane IDA hits in September causing extensive damage to The Hoehne
Vocational Center and minor damage to some of the residential homes.

The Arc Covid Vaccine

Covid surges at the winter holidays and programs are shut down again until they open again in winter
2022 after the surge subsides.

2022 Happy 75th Anniversary!

Editor’s Note: In an attempt to preserve historical accuracy, terms and names which may today be considered pejorative, appear as
they were used at the time they were recorded.
We apologize for any errors or omissions to the history and welcome any additional historical information the reader may have.

In Memoriam
Betty Hoehne

Gus and Betty

In memory of Betty Hoehne whose family were
early pioneers in the founding of this Arc chapter.
Thank you to the honorees for your
many contributions to The Arc family.

- Mimi Weis

The Founding Of
The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties Inc.
On November 27, 1937 Ricky Blossfeld was born. When Ricky was three, his younger brother Larry
surpassed him in development triggering his eventual diagnosis by a psychologist as being “50%
retarded” (a term we do not use today). In 1946, Larry Blossfeld, only seven years old, died in a
drowning accident. Laura Blossfeld had young Rickey and two - year old Marjorie at home and was
coping with the loss of her son Larry. Just four months later, she sat down and penned the letter to the
Bergen Record that started it all.
Laura’s letter served as a clarion call to parents of children with intellectual disabilities. Judge Morris
Dobrin of Fairlawn was the first to reply to the letter and Mrs. Kenneth White was the second. After
numerous letters and phone calls, a meeting was arranged at the home of Laura and Albert Blossfeld for
December 21, 1946. Two couples, including the Dobrins, braved a snowstorm to attend.
After much planning, a meeting was called for June 10, 1947 at the YMCA in Paterson. Forty-One
parents came to that first meeting and they wasted no time getting organized. Judge Dobrin was chosen
temporary Chairman and Laura Blossfeld, Secretary. An executive committee was appointed and
voluntary dues were set at $1.00 a year.
In October 1947 the newly named NJ Parents Group for Retarded Children elected Judge Dobrin as the
first president. Committees were appointed and monthly meetings at Firehouse # 2 in East Paterson
(now Elmwood Park) began attracting parents from throughout northern NJ. An expansion committee
was formed with the mission of establishing chapters in other counties throughout NJ.
In October 1948 Laura Blossfeld edited the first issue of the Parent’s Voice, a monthly newsletter. The
publication was read by parents in NJ and around the country and in fact around the world. Parents from
near and far, would send letters to Laura asking advice on starting a parent’s group or a program or
simply to correspond with someone who understood their situation.
Just three years after that first meeting at the YMCA, the State and National Arc organizations were
formed and Bergen-Passaic parents were right there as part of their establishment. By 1955, less than
10 years after the first meeting, 19 counties were part of Arc chapters. Programs and services were
being offered and laws were being changed. Laura Blossfeld and the founding parents were well on their
way to building an organization that would change the future for people with developmental disabilities
and their Families. The Arc today is built on the strong foundation created by the Founding Families 75
years ago.

History excerpted from " A Study in Progress" published in 1969, by what is now The Arc of New Jersey and
from The Arc of Bergen and Passaic's archives and with thanks to Marjorie Blossfeld for family details, and
Tom Blossfeld for donating the Blosseld files. Quote is by Laura Blossfeld from a “Resume of Minutes” by
Laura Blossfeld, 1950.

Alice Barowitz

There were many Founders who built The Arc, we only
have pictures of some but they were all important..

Clint Spenc
August Hoehne

Shirley Arparth

Clint Spencer
Louise Spencer

Bertha Hoehne

Helen Mitchell

Joe Feinman

Carl Petzel

Kay and Henry Gould

Salute to the Founding Families
The early parents were true pioneers. This was a time when people did not speak about disability
except in a whisper. Parents faced the journey alone. Children could not go to school, work, play, or
live in the community. Families had no options other than following their physician’s advice to “put
their child away” in an institution, or keep them “shut- in” at home. It took courage to submit a public
letter to the newspaper, it took courage for parents to write in response, and it took courage for them
to come out to a meeting not knowing what to expect. But they did and, in doing so, changed the
course of disability in this country forever.
The silence had ended and what replaced it was a roar from parents who would not sit by and allow
their children to be excluded from all the rights and privileges afforded citizens of the United States.
Through their work and advocacy, laws were changed, doors were opened, rights were established,
programs and services were developed. No longer would families face the journey alone, no longer
would people talk about disability in a whisper, no longer would people be “put away” or “shut-in.” The
Arc movement became and remains the largest and most powerful voice in the country for people with
disabilities and their families. We owe a debt of gratitude to the vision, courage and tireless energy of
Laura Sparks Blossfeld and that band of pioneers.

Circa 1950

“Coming into this organization is not like coming into an established building and

trying to find a room which fits your needs. It is rather like coming to the spot where
the foundation is being built…and helping to lay out the plans for a firm, fine, lasting
structure”.
Parents’ Voice May1949
The Legacy was carried on by the next generation ...
Ann Murray

Charlie Palumbo

Frank Bealer

Mr. Rovegno (L) Helen Rovegno (R )
with Claire Fennick

Carl Petzel

Bob Burros
Do�e Abbo�

Gordon Troy

Fr. Jack Werhlen
�e�� ��ehne
Mastrangelo Family

Be�y Hoehne

Stuart Warshauer
Do�e Abbo� and �laine Teicher

Norman David Atkinson

Anna and Steve Cherpuko

The Parent’s Voice Newsletter initiated by Laura Blossfeld in 1948 was revolutionary. Parents and
professionals from across the country and in fact, across the world, reached out to Laura Blossfeld
for copies. Letters arrived from near and far seeking her advice and counsel on starting their own
organizations. Other letters were simply to connect with another parent who understood what they
were going through because they did not have a parent group in their area. The Parent’s Voice
became the catalyst for change and the resource for information, research, and action. The
newsletter was produced on a mimeograph machine in the Blossfeld’s dining room.

Volume 1 Issue 1

The Newsletter Crew putting out the Parent’s Voice in later years

Operating Board Presidents & Chairpersons
A History of Dedication

1949 - 1950
Howard Smith

1947 - 1949
Morris Dobrin

1950 - 1952
Henry W. Gould

1954 - 1955
Frank Christensen

1952 - 1953
Laura Blossfeld

1955 - 1957
Howard Schreyer

1953 - 1954
John Mitchell

1957 - 1960
August H. Hoehne

1964 - 1966
Edward J. Cahill

1960 - 1962
Joseph Feinman

1962 - 1964
Robert S. Burros

1968 - 1970
Robert Blom

1970 - 1972
John R. Kennedy, Jr.

1966 - 1968
Binyamin H. Walfish

1972 - 1974
Elaine Teicher

1974 - 1976
Stuart Warshauer

Operating Board Presidents & Chairpersons
A History of Dedication

1976 - 1978
Gordon Troy

1978 - 1980
Frank Bealer

1980 - 1982
Mary Ann Ahearn

1982 - 1984
Dr. Victor Bergenn

1986 - 1988
Ken Hornbostel

1988 - 1990
Richard Jackson

1990 - 1996
Stephen Hanson

1996 - 1998
Marilyn Ambrogio

1998 – 2002
Nicholas Gorab

2002 – 2006
Jerry D’Ambrosio

2006 – 2010
Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr.

2010 – 2014
Elspeth Corrigan Moore

2014 - 2018
Carolyn Hayer

2018 - 2022
Clifford Pettinelli

2022 Mimi Weis
(Chairperson Elect)

1984 - 1986
Thomas Goss

The Arc changed everything

Before ...

For historical accuracy, this le er is reprinted without edits and therefore contains language that we do not use today.
With apprecia on to Be y Hoehne for dona ng the Hoehne ﬁles to The Arc.

The Arc changed everything

After ...

The Legacy of the Founding Families…

The Arc Today

Providing Quality Services and Advocacy Throughout the Lifespan
CHILD Center at the Betty Center
Early Intervention Services (OT/PT/Speech/Developmental Instruction, ABA),
Developmental Groups, Parent Peer Support Groups, Social Work Services

Family Support Services
Information & Referral, Advocacy, Case Management, Companion Services,
Self -Directed Respite, Emergency Response Program, Holiday Wish Program

Recreation Services
Camp Rainbow, After-School Programs, Saturday Drop-In, Canteen Dances, Special Olympics, Fishing Derby

Adult Day Programs
Central Bergen Center, South Bergen Center, Community Choices Center, Special Needs Program

Vocational Training & Employment Services
Hoehne Vocational Center, Elmwood Industries at the Hanson Building, Vocational Assessment,
Job Placement, Supported Employment, Follow Along, Project Search, Career Center (opening in 2022)

Residential Services
Group Homes, Supervised Apartments, Supported Living Program, Community Living Program

Future Planning
Guardianship Services, Trustee Services, Life Plans, Payee Services,
Durable and Health Care Power of Attorney Services, Able Account Assistance
“ More and more, I feel the future will bring the day when these little ones of ours will find their
place in the world and, though I may not live to see it, I take consolation from the knowledge
that I, as a member of the NJ Parents Group For Retarded * Children”, played a part in effecting
that change.”
Signed a “Grateful Mother”, Parent’s Voice May, 9, 1950
*Historical terminology used in this quote, we do not use this term today

The Arc’s Staff
From the inception of the organization, The Arc has always been a partnership between
families, professionals and allies. Some of the early founders did not have a family
member with a disability, but they worked beside the Founding Families to build this new
revolutionary organization that would support them and their loved ones. Laura Blossfeld
envisioned this partnership right from the start writing in her letter to the Bergen Record
that the organization “could also be open to professional workers interested in their
welfare”.
Vincentz Cianci was at the first meeting of the
organization, served as advisor to The Arc for
many years and even represented the
organization at national meetings. She is one
of the unsung heroes of the movement.

E. Vernon Scott was one of the first employees of the Chapter,
hired to run the Vocational Training Program by 1954 and for
many years thereafter. He was responsible for the participants
making the hobby horse that was presented to President Kennedy
and for Gus Hoehne, Jr. coming home from the institution, among
many other accomplishments.

We salute these professionals who were an integral part of founding the organization
and commend the others whose names we do not know. We recognize the
groundbreaking work of the teachers in the early classes who showed the world that
children with ID could learn and laid the foundation for the laws that would make public
education a right for all children.
These early professionals set the example for all of those who followed. The Arc could
not provide the services, the supports, the love, the care, the advocacy and the
opportunities without our dedicated staff.
Thank you to the staff of The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties past and present. You
have played a vital part in The Arc’s success and you make dreams happen every day!

The Legacy
Continues...

The Arc - Helping Families Today

In Memoriam

Norman “David” Atkinson
1944 — 2021

An Inspirational Champion for the Disabled
Norman David Atkinson will be remembered as a tireless
advocate for himself and other disabled individuals.
David’s remarkable story began when his parents defied
doctors’ recommendations when he was ages 3, 4 and 6 to
place him in an institution because of his cerebral palsy. David,
in turn, defied the odds. He overcame his disability with a quiet
resolve and steadfast determination to attain a successful and
independent life.
For more than 42 years, David worked diligently to achieve
a self-supporting life. More than half of those working years
began each weekday at 4:30 a.m. to commute into New York
City for his job with the United States Postal Service.

Norman David Atkinson
Former Arc Trustee
Despite his heavy work schedule, David managed to devote so much time into volunteer work
that he amassed a menu of awards for his efforts. He was the first disabled person to serve on
The Arc of Bergen-Passaic Board of Trustees (1976-1993).
His awards from The Arc include the National Citizenship Award in 1994 that celebrated his
“outstanding participation in and contribution to the community.” In 1988 he was honored
with The Arc of New Jersey Lifetime Achievement Award for his example of “making enormous
strides towards independent living.”
Ministry for Special Needs
For decades David had been active in his parish and diocese with the Special Needs Ministry and
support groups for parents of the disabled. Many parents who sought guidance and support
through this program have reflected how much David inspired them through their challenges.
For 45 years, he volunteered with the religious education program at St. John’s Church in
Bergenfield. His simple task of holding open the heavy door for the children and greeting them
warmly prevented a host of injuries and brought a smile to the faces of the children.

David’s Legacy Continues with Funding for The Arc Canteen Dances
David was blessed to have The Arc as one of his lifelines in his journey. Hence, he has bequeathed
$2,000 to The Arc for canteen dance funding. The canteens were one of his early passions. During
years at
at The
The ARC
Arc he worked to recruit
recruit organizations
organizations that
that had
had handicap-accessible
handicap-accessible
his active years
facilities to donate for a canteen. His family knows he will be smiling down on those canteens...
knowing he has left a small token of appreciation for The Arc community.

We proudly support the
Arc of Bergen & Passaic
for its dedication to providing opportunities for children and
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live
lives as full, productive and joyous as anyone might hope
for through the provision of critical services and by helping
families throughout the lifespan.

80 Route 17 North, East Rutherford | 201-355-0328
380 Route 17 South, Mahwah | 201-252-4022
99 West Essex Street, 2nd Floor, Maywood | 201-599-3000
375 Route 17 South, Ridgewood | 201-820-0995
6812 Park Avenue, Guttenberg | 201-868-8855

www.freedombanknj.com

Congratulations to George Kramer

With heartfelt appreciation for preserving the memory
of our cousin, Stanley Joel Feld, through the work of
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic Counties
– The Kramer Family

C ongratulations to
George Kramer (CUZ)
Who honors our family with
his support and dedication to
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic
- with love from
Paula & Dick Schwartz
And the entire Schwartz Family



The Hayer Family
Congratulates our fellow honorees and sincerely thanks
The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties for recognizing
our family on your 75th Anniversary.
We are truly thankful for this honor.
We appreciate the leadership and staff of The Arc
and admire all you do each and every day
to support families.

You’ve made a difference in so many lives.
Congratulations and Best Wishes on the
celebration of your 75th Anniversary!

Jim, Carolyn, Chris & Jeremy
Jaime, Robert & Callie



This isn’t just insurance. It’s NJM.
NJM Insurance Group is proud to support

The Arc of Bergen & Passaic Counties’
75th Anniversary Celebration
and congratulates all of the honorees
njm.com | 1-800-232-6600
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In honor of the families
whose generosity
has enabled The Arc
to help so many
intergenerational families
with special needs
in our community.
Debbie and Donald Aronson

Resolution

BERGEN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Honoring The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
On the Occasion of Their 75th Anniversary

Whereas, on October 12, 1946 a Teaneck mother, Laura Sparks Blossfeld, wrote a letter to the Bergen Evening
Record inviting parents to come together to create a better world for their children; and

Whereas, from that letter, a group of determined parents held the first general meeting, of what would later be
called The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties, on June 10, 1947 at the YMCA in Paterson. Its next meetings
were in a firehouse in Elmwood Park and from these meetings, The Arc in New Jersey was born; and
Whereas, in the 1940’s, before The Arc was formed individuals with developmental disabilities had few

options. Children could not go to school, work, play or live in the community. Families had no choice except to
“put their child away” in an institution or keep them “shut- in” at home; and

Whereas, through the work and advocacy of these early parents and those that followed, laws were changed,
doors were opened, rights were established and programs and services were developed; and

Whereas, The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties now helps over 1,400 individuals with developmental
disabilities and their families with services that span from early intervention for babies to summer camp and
after school programs for children to employment, day, recreation and community living for adults and support
services for their families; and
Whereas, for 75 years, The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties has been expanding opportunities and

fulfilling dreams for individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities and their families.

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that the Bergen County Board of County Commissioners Celebrates the
tremendous impact The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties has had on the, dignity, respect, supports and
opportunities afforded individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities through its unwavering
advocacy for rights, services and equality; and
Be it Further Resolved we recognize the strength and courage of Laura Sparks Blossfeld and The Arc’s
founding families whose vision changed the future for people with developmental disabilities; and
Be it Further Resolved we honors and pay tribute to The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties for its 75 years
of exemplary service to individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities and their families in
Bergen County.
PRESENTED

________________________
Thomas J. Sullivan, Jr. Vice Chair

________________________
Tracy S. Zur, Chairwoman

________________________
Joan M. Voss, Pro Tempore

________________________
Mary J. Amoroso

________________________
Ramon M. Hache, Sr.

________________________________

________________________
Steven A. Tanelli

Germaine M. Ortiz

June 29, 2022
Kathy Walsh, President/CEO
The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
223 Moore Street
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601
Dear Friends:
It is my distinct pleasure to extend to you my congratulations on celebrating the 75 th
Anniversary of The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties. I present to you this letter of Special
Congressional Recognition as a token of my gratitude towards your commitment to our
community. The Arc has consistently shown invaluable dedication and support to those with
intellectual and developmental disabilities year after year.
Since its founding in 1947, The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties has accomplished and
exceeded its mission of expanding opportunities for those with developmental disabilities. Its
community-based services assist over 1,400 individuals and their families by providing access to
employment opportunities, education and training, self-advocacy measures, information on health
care, and post-graduate guidance. The Arc gives a voice to people who may not have the means to
speak for themselves through its successful grassroots advocacy and compassionate spirit. I ask that
you reflect on all the people you have helped over the last 75 years. I am sure they are forever
grateful.
Again, it is with much gratitude and respect for the work of The Arc of Bergen and Passaic
Counties that I send my warmest regards on this very special occasion. I wish you continued
success in advocating for individuals who are developmentally and intellectually disabled in the
coming years. As your friend in Congress, please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of any
assistance.
Sincerely,

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ARC ON
75 YEARS OF DEDICATION
in serving the needs of those with
developmental disabilities and their families.

CONGRATULATIONS

AND

THANK YOU

TO THE HONOREES
for their exemplary service and support of

The Arc and for continuing the legacy of
The Arc’s Founders.
Mary Kay Stratis

Happy 75th Anniversary!
Happy 75th Anniversary!
Happy 75th Anniversary!
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to our own Senior Director
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MANAGING & PRESERVING THE WEALTH OF FAMILIES FOR GENERATIONS

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

THE ARC OF BERGEN AND PASSAIC COUNTIES
75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Congratulations to all the honorees, especially the Hanson Family

The Croonquist Group of Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 505 Main Street, Suite 200, Hackensack, NJ 07601
T 201.488.8500 | TF 800.456.6249 | www.TheCroonquistGroup.com
© J A N N E Y M O N TG O M E R Y S C O T T L LC • M E M B E R : N Y S E , F I N R A , S I P C • R E F. 6 8 9 4 5 1 - 0 5 2 2

75 Essex Street, Suite 200, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

Congratulations to

for celebrating 75 years!
Also, a special thank you to the following honorees for
making it all possible!
HANSON FAMILY

Bill, Peter and Jon Hanson

HAYER FAMILY

Carolyn and Jim Hayer

KRAMER FAMILY

Barbara and George Kramer

MASTRANGELO FAMILY Therese and Ralph Mastrangelo Jr.
SCIROCCO FAMILY

Gayle and John Scirocco

Tobin & Collins, CPA PA has been in business for over 50 years and is a certified public
accounting and financial consulting firm that represents entrepreneurs, high-net worth
individuals and privately held companies in a broad range of industries, with a significant focus
on the real estate sector.
Our success comes from looking at your business as if it was our own. At T&C, our clients have
come to count on our strategic thinking and sound insights that lead to their success. We have an
exceptional team of professionals who are among the best in the business. Our professionals
provide the personal attention that keeps our clients coming back to us year after year.

CONGRATULATIONS TO

THE ARC OF
BERGEN AND PASSAIC COUNTIES
ON 75 YEARS OF SERVICE

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS
THE BARETZ FAMILY

Quest Autism Foundation
and
Quest Autism Programs
support the work of The Arc
in honor of
Kathy Walsh and Carolyn Hayer

Congratulations
on the
75th Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Gorab
& Family

In loving memory of
my mom
Laura Sparks Blossfeld
whose letter helped
start it all
Marjorie Blossfeld Cummings
215. 728. 1530
215. 837. 1790
Marjorie2mozart@aol.com

"It had long since come to my attention
that people of accomplishment
rarely sat back and let things happen to them.
They went out and happened to things."
- Leonardo da Vinci

To the staff of The Arc
and our fellow honorees,
thank you for making things happen.
The Scirocco Family

THANK YOU
Peter, Jon and Bill Hanson
for your continued support to The Arc

Owned & Operated by
the Inserra Family
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Congratulations
on 75 years of service!
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The Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
Since 2017

PAYROLL

HR SYSTEMS

2 Springside Road, Westampton, NJ 08060

TIME & ATTENDANCE

P: 800-600-5257

www.primepoint.com

Congratulations to

The Arc of
Bergen and Passaic Counties
on its

75th Anniversary!

Thank You to our honorees for all you have
done to help The Arc expand opportunities for
individuals with ID.
The Founding Families
changed the course of history and we, in today’s
Arc Family, are so fortunate to play a part in
carrying on their legacy.

Kathy Walsh

Congratulations to
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic Counties
for 75 years of expanding opportunities
and fulfilling dreams!
The Hackensack Lions Club
is proud to partner with The Arc
in continuing a long tradition of support
for the August H. Hoehne Vocational Center.
We also honor the memory of
longtime Lion Betty Hoehne
for her dedication to The Arc
and her support of the Betty Center.

Congratulations to The Arc
on their 75th Anniversary
From Gloria Fornaci
& the Fornaci Family

In Memory of
Michael Fornaci

VÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá
àÉ
g{x TÜv Éy
UxÜzxÇ 9 ctáát|v
VÉâÇà|xá
ÉÇ JH lxtÜá Éy
jÉÇwxÜyâÄ fxÜä|vx

Developer, Owner and Manager of Fine Properties Since 1945
www.sanzari.com

Congratulations To

The Arc

On Its 75th Anniversary
And to

Honoree

The Scirocco
Family
The Backos Group PC

AMERICA'S (AND NEW JERSEY'S)
IDD PHARMACY

Is Proud To Support

The Arc of Bergen and Passaic

TarrytownExpocare.com

Congratulations to our fellow honorees!
Thank you for your support
and for being on this journey with us.

Therese and Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr.

The Members, Staff and Board of Directors
Of

are delighted to join in celebrating The Arc of Bergen & Passaic’s
75th Anniversary for their innovative work creating opportunities
and making dreams come true for so many individuals with
disabilities and their families.

www.dial-cil.org

Congratulations to
John and Gayle!
From
Joe Notare and

Congratulations to
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic Counties
for 75 years of exemplary service
to people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities
and their families
Kevin Sturges, President
Thomas Baffuto, Executive Director
www.arcnj.org info@arcnj.org
732.246.2525

Congratulations to the
Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
and to all the honorees!
Brian T Keane, Esq.
Estate, business and tax planning services for individuals, families and businesses
Member of New Jersey, New York and Florida State Bar Associations

KEANELAW, PC
57-1 Jefferson avenue
Westwood, New Jersey 07657
201 664 0057
bkeane@keanelaw.net

Congratulations to The Arc of Bergen and Passaic
for 75 years of expanding opportunities
and fulfilling dreams.
Here’s To The Next 75!
Therese and Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr.

Senator Gordon M. Johns
Assemblywoman
Shama A. H
The Arc of Bergen &
Passaic
Counties & Honorees
Assemblywoman
Ellen
J.
P
at the 75 Anniversary Celebration
Best Wishes to
The Arc of Bergen &
Passaic Counties & Honorees
at the 75th
Anniversary
Best
Wishes Celebration
to

Best Wishes to
The Arc of Bergen &
Passaic Counties & th
Honorees
at the 75th Anniversary Celebration

Legislative District 37
545 Cedar Lane
Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 928-0100

Senator Gordon M. Johnson
Assemblywoman Shama A. Haider
Assemblywoman Ellen J. Park
Legislative District 37
545 Cedar Lane
Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 928-0100

Senator Gordon M. Johnson
Assemblywoman Shama A. Haider
Assemblywoman Ellen J. Park

Paid for by the Election Funds of Johnson, Haider &

Legislative DistrictPaid
37 for by the Election Funds of Johnson, Haider & Park
545 Cedar Lane
Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 928-0100

Senator Gordon M. Johnson
Assemblywoman Shama A. Haider
Assemblywoman Ellen J. Park
Paid for by the Election Funds of Johnson, Haider & Park

Legislative District 37
545 Cedar Lane

Congratulations to the Mastrangelo’s and all the honorees.
Here is to another 75 years for ARC B/P!
From the Support Coordinators at Infinity Today

We are proud to be
a part of
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic’s
75 years of excellence
We look forward to what the future holds!

Dale Sakurai and
Deirdre O’Reilly

Dear Arc Family,

Happy 75th Anniversary
and many more birthdays to come!
Thank you for all you do to assist individuals with
disabilities and their families.
We would not be able to survive without your care,
advocacy and support.

Love, The Podolsky Family

We are grateful to
The Arc of Bergen & Passaic Staff
and Leadership for their
compassionate care of Douglas
From the Blohm Family

Congratulations
for the recognition
Carolyn & Jimmy Hayer
Thank you for the many years of dedication
to The Arc of Bergen & Passaic
and to the families, children
and youth/young adults with disabilities.
We are so lucky to have you
Dawn Monaco

Congratulations
Ralph & Therese!
Congratulations to
Arc of Bergen and Passaic Counties
on your 75th Anniversary!

Passaic County Surrogate’s Court
Honorable Zoila Cassanova, Esq.
Passaic County Surrogate

You are the heart and soul
of The Arc and a
terrific golf cart buddy!!
Thank you for your enthusiasm,
advocacy, and thoughtfulness.
Love,
Karen & Abraham
Blumenthal

The very best
to
The Arc’s 75th!
The Family of
Robert and Gary Burros

Congratulations to our dear friends
Carolyn & Jimmy!!
Your uplifting spirits fill The Arc with
positive, heartfelt energy!
We are grateful to you for your
knowledge, advocacy,
wisdom, and dedication.

Ever onward!!
We love you bunches,
Karen and Abraham Blumenthal

In Memory of
Ricky Blossfeld
The movement began
because of him.
He made so much possible for
those who came after him.

Many Thanks
to the 75th
Anniversary Committee
Marianne Balazs
Karen Blumenthal
Malik Gomez
Carolyn Hayer
Dawn Monaco
Alice Siegel
Kathy Walsh
Mimi Weis

Mission
To provide enhanced opportunities
for all citizens of Bergen and Passaic
Counties with intellectual and other
developmental disabilities and their
families through advocacy, community
education, direct services, customized
supports and to help these individuals
attain and maintain fulfilled and
independent status within their own
communities and to initiate actions to
prevent the occurrence of disability
whenever possible.

The Arc’s Leadership Team
Executive Staff

Kathy Walsh
President/CEO

Alice Siegel
Senior Vice President

Deirdre O’Reilly

Dale Sakurai

Vice President

Vice President

Erik Patt
Chief Financial Officer/ Treasurer

Catherine Pescatore
Vice President (Retired)

Directors

Eleanor Ariemma

Olga Podolsky

Early Intervention Services

Family Support Services

Marianne Balazs

Jayne Macognone

Development

Adult Day Services

Anne Gallucci

Maureen Toth

Vocational & Employment Services

Human Resources

Evelyne Guillebeaux

Patrick Crann

Facility Management

Recreation & Camp

Laura Gursky

Emilia Krasilovsky

Residential Services

Finance

The Dedicated Members of
The Arc’s Boards
Operating Board

Foundation Board

Cliff Pettinelli, Chairman
Mimi Weis, 1st Vice Chair
Tom Curtin, 2nd Vice Chair
Susan Cohen, Finance Chair
Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr., Secretary
Carolyn Hayer, Past Chairperson
President/CEO, Kathy Walsh

Andrew Gatto, Chair
G. Thomas Croonquist, Vice Chair
Catherine Pescatore, Treasurer
Kathy Walsh, Secretary
Trustees
Anne Baretz
Kevin Collins
Amit Datwani
Nicholas Gorab
Bill Hanson
AJ Khubani
Ralph Mastrangelo, Jr.
James Seath
Mary Kay Stratis

Trustees
Karen Blumenthal
Nicholas Gorab
George Kramer
Dawn Monaco
Richard Schwartz

Planning and Guardianship Board
Regina Spielberg, Chair
Jill Holly, Vice Chair
Nicholas Gorab, Treasurer
Alice Siegel, Secretary
Elizabeth Mulholland, Past Chair
Trustees
Terri Kirsch
Donna Nassor
James Seath
Kathy Walsh

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE ARC ON THIS
75TH ANNIVERSARY

1439 BROAD STREET, CLIFTON, NJ 07013
TEL. 973-778-7171 FAX 973-916-0696

WWW.CLIFTONOMS.COM

Dr. Glenn N. Gorab
Diplomate, American Board of
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS
***DENTAL IMPLANTS FOR REPLACEMENT
OF ONE OR ALL OF YOUR TEETH.
***EXTRACTIONS / WISDOM TOOTH REMOVAL

“WE GIVE PEOPLE BACK THEIR SMILE”

223 Moore Street
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601
201-343-0322 phone
201-343-0972 fax
w www.arcbp.com
ArcBergenPassaic
ArcBP

